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Watersipora arcuata

Lace coral

General . '
o Demersal, marine v 7 T 4 operculum
o Capable of producing asexually or sexually g mi:'d)
Threat scores
1. Ecological impact
 Significant fouling organism; provides suitable surface for other fouling
species
o Resistant to fouling paints and polluted water, providing a surface for other fouling organisms, which
would otherwise not be able to survive.
e Able to survive in tropical and subtropical environments
2. Invasive potential
e Afouling organism requiring assisted transport to expand alien range
3. Geographic extent
o Regionally pervasive
4. Management Difficulty
o Resistant to toxic paints
o Currently no established control measures

Geography and Habitat
1. Origin: Mexican Pacific native/tropics and subtropics of the eastern Pacific (Banta 1969 cited in Keough and Ross
1999), also indicated as native in the Gallapagos Islands
2. Introduced: California, Hawai’i
3. Habitat
o Fouling communities
e Found attached to rocks and seaweed, along with many artificial structures such as vessel hulls, jetties, py-
lons and breakwaters
e They form substantial colonies on these surfaces, typically around the low water mark

Invasion Pathways
1. Hull/Surface fouling
2. Stocking in open water - oyster farming

Non native locations
1. 59-S. California Bight
2. 152- Hawaiian Islands

Sources
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